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Safety 

ÅBalance yourself in front of the bandsaw 

ÅHold your fingers spread out on the table 

ÅStarting and Stopping the saw 

ÅLower the guard to the height of the piece 

ÅSafety Glasses 

ÅEar protectors 

ÅSharp blade 

ÅLoss hair and clothing 

 



Safety 

ÅKeep First Aid kit on hand 

ÅDo not work when your tied 

ÅRead owners manual for all tools 

ÅUnplug when changing blades 

 



Setup Bandsaw Blade 

Å Remove guides--you CANNOT run this test if the band 
saw blade is restricted in any lateral movement.  

Å Make sure tire surfaces are in good condition--they 
cannot be hard, flattened out, cracked or brittle. On 
mills with loose fitting V-belts, replace them with the 
next size down so they are tight fitting. This will 
eliminate over 80% of the vibration in your mill and the 
blade.  

Å Mount the blade on the machine and apply the tension 
to the band that the manufacturer recommends. 

Å Close all covers for safety purposes.  

Å Start the machine, engage the clutch into the high 
speed cutting mode. NOTE: You will not be cutting any 
wood.  



Setup Bandsaw Blade 

ÅStand at the head of the machine, with your hand on the 
turn screw tensioner and your eyes on the band saw 
blade. Very slowly start detensioning by half turns at a 
time, keeping your eyes on the band saw blade. The 
object is to bring the tension of the blade down to a point 
that the blade starts to flutter. TAKE YOUR TIME.  

ÅWhen you see the band start to flutter, you have hit 
ground "ZERO". Now start ADDING quarter turns of 
tension, SLOWLY, until the band stops fluttering and is 
running stable again. At this point ADD one-eight to one-
quarter turn of tension.  

ÅYou have now tensioned your blade correctly. Shut off 
the machine and put your guides back in place. You are 
now ready to start sawing  

 



ALWAYS DETENSION YOUR 

BAND SAW BLADES  
Å Since you do not know exactly where the proper tension is, it will be 

easier to remember if you take off 8, 9, or 10 full turns of tension until the 
band is completely relaxed. The next time you use your bands, add the 
same amount of turns of tension that were taken off. At this point, you will 
only have to run the flutter test one time.  

Å When you are done cutting for the day, take the tension off your blade. 
Band saw blades, when warmed up from cutting, always stretch; and 
upon cooling shrink by tens of thousandths of an inch each cooling 
period. Therefore, blades, when left on the saw over tension themselves 
and leave the memory of the two wheels in the steel of the band, which 
will cause cracking in the gullet. When you leave the band on your saw 
under tension, not only do you distort the crown and flatten out the tires 
(which makes them very hard), but you also place undue stress on your 
bearings and shafts. Believe it or not; you can, and will damage your 
wheel geometry sooner or later and considerably shorten bearing life. 
You are also crushing your tires or V-belts. 

 



Rear Tensioner 

ÅThe marking of blade size is just a guide  



Bandsaw Tire 

Notice the build up on the tire from cutting 

This happens mostly with wet/not fully cured 

wood 



Align wheels 

ÅCheck to make sure that your wheels are 

aligned 



Blade Position 

ÅThis is a good blade position 



Bottom Wheel 

 

 

Check the tension of the belt 

Inspect allen screws for tightest 



Bottom Guides 

ÅBottom guide not used with carter style guides 

 



Carter Style Guide 

ÅThis is best used with small blades 

 

 



Kool Blocks 

ÅKool blocks with bearing support 



Dust Collections 

ÅAdd extra dust port to saw 



Ripping 

Årip outside 

 

 

 

 

 

Årip inside 

 


